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Cancer Research UK 
 

 There are more than 360,000 new cancer cases in the UK every year, that's 
nearly 990 every day (2013-2015). 

 In males in the UK, there were around 183,000 new cancer cases in 2015. 

 In females in the UK, there were around 177,000 new cancer cases in 2015. 

 Every two minutes someone in the UK is diagnosed with cancer. 

 Breast, prostate, lung and bowel cancers together accounted for over half 
(53%) of all new cancer cases in the UK in 2015. 

 Each year more than a third (36%) of all cancer cases in the UK are diagnosed 
in people aged 75 and over (2013-2015). 

 Incidence rates for all cancers combined in the UK are highest in people aged 
85 to 89 (2013-2015). 

 



Cancer Research UK 
 Around a third (34%) of cancer cases in England are diagnosed via the 

‘two-week wait’ referral route. 

 A quarter (25%) of cancer cases in England are diagnosed following a 
routine or urgent GP referral (but not under the ‘two-week wait’ 
referral route). 

 Around a fifth (21%) of cancer cases in England are diagnosed after 
presenting as an emergency. More than three quarters (77%) of these 
cases with known stage are diagnosed late. Around two thirds 
(65%) of emergency presentation cases are via A&E, with the other 
cases coming via an emergency GP referral, inpatient referral or 
outpatient referral. 

 Around 5 in 100 (6%) cancer cases in England are diagnosed 
by screening. Around 9 in 10 (88%) of these cases with known stage 
are diagnosed early (stage I or II). 

 



Cancer Research UK 
 Incidence rates are projected to rise for most types of cancer in the UK 

between 2014 and 2035. 

 Each year more than a third (36%) of all cancer cases in the UK are diagnosed 
in people aged 75 and over (2013-2015). 

 Incidence rates for all cancers combined in the UK are highest in people aged 
85 to 89 (2013-2015). 

 Since the early 1990s, incidence rates for all cancers combined have increased 
for all the broad age groups in the UK. The increase is largest in people aged 
0-24 where rates have increased by around a quarter (24%). 

 There are around 164,000 cancer deaths in the UK every year, that's around 
450 every day (2014-2016). 

 Cancer accounts for more than a quarter (28%) of all deaths in the UK (2016 ) 



Cancer Research UK 
 Overall, scientists estimate that around 40 per cent of cancer 

cases could be prevented. That's around 144,000 cases every 
year in the UK. 

 



International Figures 
 In 2012, an estimated 14.1 million new cases of cancer occurred worldwide. 

 More than 4 in ten cancers occurring worldwide are in countries at a low or medium level of Human Development Index (HDI). 

 The four most common cancers occurring worldwide are lung, female breast, bowel and prostate cancer. These four account for 
around 4 in 10 of all cancers diagnosed worldwide. 

 Lung cancer is the most common cancer in men worldwide. More than 1 in 10 of all cancers diagnosed in men are lung cancers. 

 Lung, breast and bowel (including anus), stomach and prostate cancers have been amongst the most commonly diagnosed 
worldwide since 1975. 

 Worldwide, almost 32.5 million people diagnosed with cancer within the five years previously were alive at the end of 2012 
(estimated). 

 An estimated 169.3 million years of healthy life were lost globally because of cancer in 2008. 

 Worldwide there will be 23.6 million new cases of cancer each year by 2030 (estimated). 

 Incidence rates in the UK are lower than in the European Union in males, but higher in females. 

 Incidence rates in the UK are lower than in the More Developed Regions of the world in males, but higher in females. For both sexes, 
rates in the UK are higher than in the Less Developed Regions of the world. 
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